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THE LIFE AND WORKS OF 
JOHN V. ARMSTRONG, by 
Elliott S. Ford 
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a in neseee who was responsible for 

8 tat and idesle that makes the public less 
nsei ‘Teen handicap of blindness, both by his active life 
it the thines thet othere thouzht « blind men could not do 
= ty teaching thet blind children are normal human beings ex- 
; for the lack of the sense of Sight; 

a Third, to help acquaint the public with the work of teash- 
Pe the biind and to bring about a general realization of the 

s fact thet the Sehool for the Blind is sn interrel part of the 


es knit 


F gbs h 


7 ‘edueational eyetem in Teunesases, People in general knew very 

m) little about the work of teachiue the blind, they think of it 

as something that is far removed from public sehool work, and 

they do not think of the things in common the teaching of the 
blind must have with the teaching of the seeinz, This realizetion 
mey best be brourht out by the living exameles of men end women 


whe have not only been succsese fal in leading useful and valuable 
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' Jag ene verter ste’ the Blind hee witnessed @ sort of 
taste shies’ since its organization, end public 
: “is, ess beaica’ to intensify this berrier rather then sia in 
= of ‘it dom, A knowledge of the human side of the lives 
nf the ep educators of the blind in Tennessee together with 


a Peeknc of their work to make the echool « part of the Stete 
fs " etueati one) progrem olaces thie phase of spsciel education on a 
3 plane with the public echoole. 

| f An appropriate title for a romantic story of the life of 
Joha Valentine Armetronz, one of the sreatest leaders in this 
‘work, would be “A Stranger in a Strange Land", for this was 

x Literally true of the man who hed to give up home life in his 
native lend when he was a small boy to come to Ameries in search 


of the most effective meiical sid that the Sew orld seuld afford, 


0 tor thie ‘umeced service, vory 
arded | vi np Valuable lands on the border, 
j 7 of this gellant deed performed at euch @ 

bent ont as well « ee the extreordineary manner in which it 
= rmed, ‘the King gave Yeirbaira the eppelistion Arms trong 
3 "and assigned him for & crest oi arsed hand aud arm grasping 
ooalg in &rmor. Thie ie the left hand". ¥ 

y The history of the Armstrong femily in Ireland dates back 
a to 1689 » when John Armstrong landed in Ireland with the Prince 


of Orange, ie was given a grent of lend for bis herois ser- 

: oe te eS 

 ¥iees, Two of hie sons, Mealeolm and Archibald, fought with the 
iat 


Dake of Meriborough in Flanders; Maleolm wee the father of Janes 
_ Armetrong one of whose sons came with Fickingheam and was killed 
St the battle of Jew Orleane, te was an officer but the family 


failed to preverve a record of his name, John, another son of 


1. d. Vo. Armetronz, stetement found in personal pavers, 
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B Armes i is wan.con: ettieee in the King's army; andi, 
, iat he moved about « greet deal but al-. 
puns: family with him wherever he was stationed, 

hn Velentine Arastrong, the sixth John in descent from 


; . who came to Ireland with the Prince of Orence, was 


‘born on St, Valentine's Day in the yeer 1932, henee the middle 


game Valentine, near Bally caetie, County Mayo, Provinee of Con- 
 feught, @ small fishing village on the northwest coast of the 


islend, His father, « member of the Auglicean ehurch, seted as 

& eompenion to the boy end frequently took him for walzxe at which 
time the led came in direct contact with the beauties of nature, 

Om such occasions he learned to love the birds, the flowers, the 


trees, and the clowds. Here too he learned the rhythmic step 


‘Which together with his poise always gave him the bearing of «4 


2. Ibid. 
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: igh doy like, he steppes to onter into the 
ig a 
| them. Por s-while they sll enjoyed the fan, but a wild 
rug: John in the eye gutting the eye bell. Thie accident 


f enn. ot0 y dostroyed the vision in that eyo, The cesseless pain 
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} it wooks, even monthe of BT ONT» ami econ the vision of the 

— eye beran to Foil in eyapethy. The perplexed parents tried 

en worte of poultices, lotions, on? the like but to no avail, 

B ‘The vision still gradually faiei, The boy, recardlese of the 

| ood weather, would go to the ocean cach morning for a dis, 

hoping that the salt eater would prove beneficial to his infury. 

| ‘he leading physicians and specialists of Sneland an@ Irelend did 

a everything they knew to do for him, but nothing they 214 seemed 
to sheex the gradual failure of hia vision, The medical pro- 

fession thea know practically nothing about operating on the eye; 
thus, the injured eyo bell was uct remored, de wae not nezlested 


but the doctors a@14 not know what to ado te eave the good eyes, 
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S } pee mre fi whe tether reeignoa hie commission in the 


z's er y and set sail with his whole femily in 1642 in a eaile 


a a ye 


ag vo eee) requiring six weeks to brave tho waters in so small 
re! ft. It is aot known oxsetly where they landed, tat they 
settled in New York City. The dream 414 not become a reality, for 


! P pcb Pcs 
the lew World treatment of John's oye did not prove to be any 


— then did the old, foo mash time hed lepsed ~ 
7 since the eccident, the failure of the rood aye wae too nearly 
4 complete, and soon the family saw that there wee no chance of 
f restoring even ae Slight amount of vision, Nothing ehort of & 


- miracle could ever bring the light of day to him egein, 


S ibid. 
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not ttord to os _ his outize nesus on one ening; ase 
‘ wi . ‘1a ae er wi ears. Ae : 
~ angio a patente tutor. the common schools at thet 
M% ‘, weet i ae 
no prorieton for the education of totally blind shil- 


iy the « 
Me ne “tow York Institute for the Sducation of the Blind was 
“4 ? f % § a 


1 there in the city where the bey could spend week ends 
ihe fenily, Thie situation, perhaps more than any other, 


meh i . 


| the Armetrongs to aecept America es home. 


AS Mr. Chamberlain of the Inetitute, one of Amerisa'e leading 
educators of the blind at that time, beceme very mach interested 
in Joba, ang on October 2, 1845, he ontere’ the echool as a4 

4 resident of iew York re * The little Irieh lad very quickly 
cm adjusted himself to hie new environment, Very little is known 
/_ @enoerning the deteile of hie sehool life because the records 
then kevt were not os comviets as they micht have been, Aside 


from his literary work, he learned to play just about ¢11 of 


5. i, &. Premoton, “rincipeal of the Institute, statement 
in & poreonal Ietter, Jenuery 19, 1939, 
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as hes” Wineio at that time — <n 4 
aoe rative field in which the viind could” 

: pete the sesins, and by tesching musie he knew that he 

? Th s doing each boy and girl oe real service beowies hie teech- 
: cane ‘holp to make thes colf sustaining, 

x fee The weok ends @pent with the family meant «a rreet deal to 

the boy because the close contact with the family kept aflane 

hie early training which becene more sacred as the years went on. 


Be loved his home; and, ae he grow in yonrs, he realised that his 
Home wae worthy of all of his sdwiration. ven thouch there was 
@ difference in religious beliefs on the cart of the mother and 
father, there wae never any religious difficalty; end the children 
were brought uo with one accord: they were Angiican, On Sunday 
morninze the whole family reculerly attended Trinity erareh for 


years, Yorehis was a part of their livee, [1 meant mush to John. 
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ae eae e aat he could take the father's plece by 
Plane GL. te: 


“‘rosponsibility of the reneinder of the femily. xe 
the mst go to work; and, ‘in the following January, he 


ure > oe ant 
Nashville upon the advice of some friends and brought 
ae 82 


ihe ie younger sister, Isabelle Margaret, with hin, During the win- 
ter and spring he taught private pupils, 
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“$0 far ac formal education was concerned, he had received 
al thet was possible, for he never had the privilege of attend- 
j ing any higher institution of learning; but his edueation lacked 
| @ lot being complete because he bought books and head them read 
it to him. He even hired readers paying as much as fifty cents an 


hour to get books read that could not be bought in raised char- 


s — =z eee as 


acters. He had a wonderful memory and retained readily the 
‘thoughts that wore read to him, His formel training only opened 
his mind to the finer things of life. 


eit f2cesr a bse tat fo 

soa ease to oe. ro taasat ive oftor in the Toxes 

for the B11 nd @ sett Near the beginning of the Civil 

Foxes i wae ‘olosed, « and again Mr, Armstrong returned 
Keehoe Jot: 


seeking the position thet he hed left waiee before, 


© wor hed caused eerioue disturbance here too, | 
ay ¢* | 
Bre November 18, 1861, the Legislature ordere’ that the 


eye. 2* 3 


1 building be vacated immoiiately notwithstanding the pro- 
= of the Trueteee of the echool and many other influential 


ae. the orders were to the effect that the teachers and 
pupile be moved before nicht in order that the building might be 
ee used for Confeterate scldiere, The teschers and pupile sought 
la Fefuge in private homes ani the sehool furniture was moved to 


i % 

| places of cafoty. fhe remainder of the echool year meant very 

| Tittle to the pupils, for, by the time of the fall of ¥t. Donelson, 
i 
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6 Hashville sean, December J, 1917, 9. 1. 
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nity~t 4e gc orteg states Government took possoss~ 


iS aise Satay make = hosoitel of it anon the iia 


4 a G08 be 4 
1s BL ce into the elty. “Phe following Rovember the shief 


sd pincer r, a ‘St, Clare. Morton, ordered men one building be com. 
wd Mis 

& le demoliched ae a militery necessity. 

a ° hs wer aia not keen kr, Armetrone from obtaining emoloy~ 


he fied be) ba 
Ss ment. He enrolled enoush private pupils to pey hie expenses and 
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' wre 


a to sive Liberally of his means to the widowe and orphans of the 
Confederate goldiers, He truly felt the call to arms but could 
| not go, and thie was hie way of helning the cause of the South, 
Iie one day whilo he was standing on the front porch some men passed 

i by g@0ing ewey to join the Confederates, and one of them called 
| ‘6 hin to como along with them, He immediately replied: "I wish 


Te Ta Vo Area tnons iistory and Progpectue: Yeuneeses 
zshool for the Blind, Jashville: (publiehere not named), 1098, 
PP. q 
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oat Pos ‘heving “cade sion or in private hones 


met pe a _ The only organ to aehville at thet time 


the Second chron ehureh which was loseted on the 
Sod oae far *enm OTR 


af of Collose « and Gay Streete, end Mr, armetrong obteined 
wv ,. to move it to the Grand Peg house which was a dise 
of spproximately four blooks, He moved it unmsided and 

me @ convert the precesde cf which went to the benefit of the 


ean iy 


Fi ee 


gure Le 
- ortoptes eeldiers. At that time plans were being made for the 
| ersetion of & Confeijerate hospital in the city of Veshville, 
x 9 
’ oni ‘this wes Ur. Armetrong’s means of helping to reise funde. 


b In thie wey the big~heerted iriehmen of «mall etature won for 


Po 


‘ himeeif an everlasting pleee in the hearts and lives of the 
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e people of his foster home, 


of the Ci Bashville, Temmessee, Philedelohia: 
tbe a, "hoot jed, Pia ee oy, : 


9 Hashville Teunessean, December 9, 1917, ». 1. 
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sor ition of the State canted tor nore a 
le goods vieée than could be euppiiea, . 
7 t es di nee early attempt at reorganization — 
yh some succese, A bellding on Maple Street wae rented, 
r¥ed only se & make-ehift - © building that onee served 
‘ wigenes could not serve a echool of thie tyne very ef- 
| Hotentiy. The lack of materiale greatly hindered sresrece, and 
a very limited number could be housed, uch of the furniture 
_ ae to the eehocl] before the war hed been damaged from 


being moved, end much of thie wae domaced even beyond repair, 
With the ssarcity of money the education of the blind suffered | 
during the reconstruction poriod, Ur, Armstrong, the musical 


See 2 wey Se ae. - “ ‘ 
Mees 


Girector, had only one piano end thet was a routed one, True 


i 
4 
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@enouch that the enreliment of sixteen opupile seems rather low, 
tut he had to teach these children and sllow them to practices 


10, Armetrong, op. cit., pp. 55 - 56, 
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8 i etbate ate masioal anersty’ 
: “fore ‘he wee looking in thet talent. 
Gites beanies. ¥vory eager to take lessons we 
0: gave: ‘them e shence to win praise from their friende, 
sass tney- looked ‘beyond euch ehil@hood faney end saw a 
open for emoloyment at which they could osarn their own 
Pao for tho necessities of life, is 

4 © Clein was made to the Pederal government for the reolscement 
4 Of the bolldine which had been torn down during the war, bat the 
government never honored the claim on the rrounde that the builld- 


ae a 


_ ing had been taken from the enemy, Claime were paid to indi~- 

| Widuale, corpercstions, colleres, and churches, but this echool 
4 for hevdicapeei children never received any remuneration wha t- 
eoever, ss 


Reorvanization same about slowly, no doubt, bessuse of the 


ll, fourteenth Biennial Hepert, 1671, pp. 10 ~ Li. 
12, Armetrone, Bde gi t. 
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Te on account of the ewborressed 
riod of readjustment the school wes moved te the 


Pulses on the corner of Summer and Union Streete (now 
biel Or Poubth Avenue and Union Street), but that building 


wee not well suited for a sehool, ond in sbout 2 year it was 
again moved, thie tine, to the Kirkman tuilding on the corner of 
. Summer end Cofar Streets where it remained until oetober 12, 


viek 
err 


a. atone et ae ea 


167%, when it wes moved to Filmore ttreet, (now Hermitare Avenue), 


eéjoinine the ¢rounis of the City Hoevitel, the oresent location 
of the echool, Thie site, a rift of Judre Join M, Loa and wife, 
eonteined & larce residence and about seven acres of land, Tho 
Legislature that yoer enrropriated $49,000 for the sreetion of 
@aitedle additions to the buildiaz,.” 


Ue Se 


"fhe Logislaturs of 1875 eppropriated 930,000 more for the 
sane purpose, ani that of 1979 appropriated 234,000 the greater 
portion of which gum wae used te comelete the bullding, It was 
Gtapleted in 1881, 
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al toenieais, ins een. es sane 
i il before and taught in the public schools, 
8 rriege proved to be very sucosesful, because she spent 
Biers of time receding to him both booke and music, so 
~s } of her early life end education could be found. She was 
8 women of etronz charecter aud had = lovely disposition. 
Re . nm denuery 9, 1960, hie mother diei, Unlike her husband, 
a the privilege of living to see all of the children 
grow up; and, moat of #11, she hed lived to see hor sfflisted | 


gon happily married and busily engaged in earning a living. 

’ Mz, Armstrong became very much encouraged in his work 

_ 4m 1881, when Superintendent Sturtevant bought some sew band 
inetrumonts, Before this time he had been using some o14 
horns with rotery valves and had accomplished much less than 
he thourcht he should, In 1383 a pipe organ added to the joy 
of the Director, It was installed in the ehapel by Mr. &. C. 
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es en iit’ of these stadente became self eus- 
; th a teaching of those two branches of music aided 
poiness of the Director, for it gave him a better 

vin ele hie studente in positions of profit, 

90" Sh retignetion of Superintendent David Lipscomb, Jr. 
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‘hes sent out et ‘least one gred= 
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F easteee on July 1, 1697, effective the first day of the fol- 
I lowing August, eatsed a vacancy that few men could fill, and 
| the Trastees promoted Mr, Armstronz to that position. fhe 


@uperintendenscy had shanged hands many times sinee the death 
of Mr, Sturtevant, and he hed served se chief council to these 
hen who wore young in the work of administration of special 


13, William B. Yieholaon, History of the Education of 
ay 24 meh tae Washville: Unpublishe d Theeis, 6 Q@or ¢e 
Soabe Gliegwe for Teachers, 1928, o. 35. 
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mtelles Diabtaleneeve,. that in had just es much 
ht t  aceamnag their more fortunate brothers — 
: nd eistore who bed normal vision, thet they could be made 
“oeonontice L; | independent through education, end that hie school 
vee alideaiinagaaa inetitation, not an asylum, During the 
i us yeer there were only ninety-seven pupils enrolled, 
to thie was largely teeause of the fact thet the school had 
«never been very widely advertised to the public. Ueny people 
dm the rural sestions oe the State were not awere of the cx~ 
a istence of the echool, 
| The building needed repair, the furniture was in an urn 
desirable condition, the heating service wae not at all adequate 


| 

ae, * The superinteniente ainee 1893 were men with vision, 
| tut they were el] without experience in the work of the blind 
| | exeept one, Ur, Le As Bigelow, who had done some teaching in 
the Rew York Inetitute for the Blind, 


! 14, Statement of J. V. Armetrone. 
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| a, star Paeticy fie Baile oo 

+ porhane ‘oy mgnile this is on impossible situa. ie 

Lt tt 2 heat’ ef his administration he betan making 
sttempte toward drawing children tc the school first of 

‘a @ through a clreuler letter describing the school tell- 

: nagt die Yonk with others of the seme type, tho features of the 

er" plant, the conveniences and safeguards used, the fit~ 

meee os on @luestional institution for the select group it 

wes designed to sorve, the course of atudy oossible for the 

| lind shila to pursue, snd the fact that the only supoort fhe 

4 #Ghool had wee through oublic taxation, leaving trifling exe 
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penees to the parents or guardian of the blind child, The 
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letter also expressed hie grest sonfidense in hamenity son~ 
. eerning the willingness to eerist the unfortunate ond his 


escape 


| 15, J. ¥, Armatrong, letter to B, &. Clendening, Sov. 10, 
} 1914, 
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tiox with thee exeeption of ste Negi ros 
saunedt stoke biennially, “History end Prospectus: 
© schoo for the Blind", was written woon the réquest 
ete » oara of Trustees goon after ho assumed the new duties. 
i. asan aiecuesed ig the edueation of the blind from its 
4 very beginning in the gountries of Hurope, and the fact that 
the pleneers of the United States in this field have made slow 


tut steady provress. The etory of the Tenneseee School for the 
Blind, including au account of the life of each of the early 


\ meri responsible for its existence, is told in a very readable 
} mauner; in fact, it wae so sesily read thet it found ite wey 


inte the homes of all eleseet alike, The lives of #0 many 


handicapoed peonle are affected that the etory is interesting 


16. Armetrong, op. git., oo. 99 = 109, 
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ee the seapte ar lett latinas me 
Af edu Gould not make e portion of them — 
1a i ieineses is e strong apneal for equality | 
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niet immediate concern wee getting puvils to come to 
ers*: ‘Hevine taught the blind of Tennesse for more thai 
| tasty ere he wae well avere of the fect that the sehool 
was not reeohing & very large per cent of the totally blind 
and partially eighted children of the State, Then too ke had 
studied the geography of the State and knew the economic, 
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e@ueationel, end social status of the soople of each county, 


He unierstooi thom becauvees he knew their desires and their 


Pe ee ee 


u stenderde of Living, and through thie knowledroe he wae able to 
reolise thet the children in his sahool must come from all 
‘@erte of homes, varying from those of high etandards of living 


to those where miefortuno, ignorance, ami indifference dealt 


: bret lily Sins tes entnst when he became 
ant o: cas @ennessee School for the Blin’ wee that — 
hild should be educated with as much exactness and 
e af tho child with normal vigion; he should have 
B. to exactly the ame type of literary course of etudy as 
tae eters in the publie echools; and the lasek of vision is 
ot an insurmountable barrier to achievement. To him the eon- 
q stent purpose of the school wes to make instruction in the 

a literary egubjecte so thorough thet the ohild could etend s 
test in them in the public schoole with eiehted children of 
their gerade; and he fully believet that the time wee near at 


Te Sate eee 


hend when the blind could enfoy opportunities for extensive 
eulture, something that the sehool hed newleeted up antil 


Im his tesohing kr. Armetronz had encouraged his pupils by 
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ot hoe him, 
th fdeae workable met with serious difficulty 
‘es padlic wos not ready to accept the truth concern. 
4 se poreibilities of the bling, A ohaige in the pablic 
toa of the blind nesded to be made, The distorted con-~ 
 goption had been so well rooted in the history of civilisetion 


: through inhuman ereetices and eheer neglect of this clase of 

: hendicapsed poople that the early sohocle met with great diffi« 
oulty, and the pacsing of the centuries hed not ooupletely 
eouvineed the public thet the blind could be edusated, These 
unfortunates were still out of the picture eo far as public 
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Opinion wes sconserned in the rural sestione of Tennessee, 
Many pooole considered that « useless exsenditure hed been 
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male when the cducation of the blind wee attempted, 
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y 80 een bat ‘finery ‘they, were eons 
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- shoot @ end were looked upon as educational ineti« 
Pessina otuestore, ir, Armstrong @14 perhaps se 
nil one man to get these schoole recognized as 

, He thourht of hie sehocl ae en integre!] part of the 

- etuentionel system of the State from the very firet, and 
through hie desalinge with the public he seized every opportunity 
. - poseible to drive home thie idea, buring hie eareer ae a etu- 
j dent in a eechool for the blind, he had realized the cross ine 
Gusti of galling euch a sehool es blind stylum, or even an 

a institution, and this miscenception mede such an impression 
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 @@ hie ming that he was determined to do everything in his 
: power to stame out sueh an erroneous idea, In the reports of 


the eohool we find etatemente desizned for the purpose of in- 


preesing the public that the blind are similar to peonle with 


‘ca, 


to hie sh = ag But now, sored, Pretty 

be Lent of day ~ in e srison from which 
gunning nor giest efforte oan ever get him free - he 
‘may yet feel thet he is a men, scarcely lees blessed than 
hie fellows, He may seek work instead of alms; his hands 
gh by invention, supply, in part, the want of sight; 
‘the seger ear porforme ao double task, and the bewitching 
treaeurce of knowledge fly open to hia touch if legis- 
lative wisdom or private manificence can afford a solden 


Knowing these thinzce es perhaps few wen knew them, he 

i felt that the blind even sore than children with normal vision 

i should be educated, oni the only way that he had to sonvinese 

iW the public wae through vrestice and through the revorte of 

; the echool, The reports were of some value in educating the 
public to the possibilities of the blind, but the most ¢on~ 


17. Armetrong, op. sit., De 63. 
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re) ob re be en sen avery ‘town ra village 
to pr re end lawyers; to 
; 85 cH ys pre and elerke of county 
every person who would Likely 

‘a7 seine ears for humanity's sake. 

: } will elevate and on- 
a hes kindly elided us by placing before its 
eo:  haveatte from the revorte of the uehool as well 

+ warm end complimentary remarks upoa the growth of 

inmetitation and ite bensfieient influenee in shaping 
he lives of the youth committed to her charge so that | 
y become respectable and useful meabers of society. 18 


p nse short voriod he wiped out the debt, graded and 
q beautified the grounds, and beilt end equinved a symnagium. 
a The butléing wee designed to teke care of mugio vreetice, 
there wore gone rooms providing for doruitory space for older 
4 boys, ‘end the basement was equipped with a heeting plant, 


_ @hie plant served in heating the entire secheol, the rapid 


18 fwenty-ninth Biemial Report, 19901, ». 19. 
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e cic me ene t. J: 8-000 08. Maiiiansh’ etsten: 
1 Armstrong; and indueteiel 
» 33 wh es later report listed then as fellows: 
a ~ ig t, 5; elocution, 1; physical eultare, 1; 

par tsout, ee department, 4, one of whom 
mo taning, The big inerease in the number of meia 
wees largely due te ir, Armetrone’s broad realisation 
- of.tus fast that musie farnighed 4 medien through which the 
- biliina eoulé earn o livelihood, This he knew frow actual oxe 
id - perionas, but bo bed never boon able to convince the authori- 
i ‘$iee until he became Superintendent thet it was wise te bulld 
ap the depertment. Still acting es the direator of sueis, 
he tried each new pupil thorourhiy for sucionl talent. 


ve 8°? ds ¥, Aymetrong, letter to B. &, Clendening, Nov. 19, 
+80, Ywonty-ninth Biennial Beport, 1901, ». 59. 
21. Tweaty-seventh Siennial neport, LG97, Be Be 
Sf, Thirtieth Biennial Bevort, 1903, op. 5 ~ 6G, 
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ic : akin, tho Wiielty tozchere were 
de oe nner 1 hth TS ood" of learning euch os Pesbody 
ers, » Vondorbiit Univoraity, University of Seshvilte, 
P Webin”* end Northern Inéiena Yormel pikes 

. ghip end perecnality were both of utsost importance to 
ax the eeleation of teachers, Special preperation to 

! seh ‘ta & echool for the blind wae not necessary because those 
a = were trained for the tesching oroferesion could coon learn 
the oheracterietic difference in tesching the blind because 

: laok of one eenge made such slight difference in the 

_‘ methods. 


SC oe —— Ss 


eS 


ao 23, Annual Report of the State Superintendent of ?ublic 
| 24, Twentyeninth Biemial Report, 1991, po. 5 = 6, 
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Ey it eoura be ought ¢ for a ae 
hundred ‘qoulere, but there were no funds avail- 

r 8 expen iture, Upen the edvies of the Governor 

2 trustooe of the school ir, Armstrong purchased the 

; in hie own name giving as pert payment a four thousand 


| otlar interest-bearing note secured by a mortzege, and for » 
= 
D dioteses he geve hie pergonal note due in september, 1901, 


It wee the supposition of all parties gonnected with tha school 


_ Shet the Logieleture of 1901 would make an appropriation to 


take osre of thie sam, bet no provision was made, A lease 


 egreement wee then maie between the Superintendent and the 


Trustees, and the succeeding Legislature eoufirmed the arree~ 


ment but did not pureheee the property. 


25. bid., pp. 23 = 24, 
* ersistent efforts did net persuade any Legislature 
to assume thie obliration until 1921, four yeare after his death. 
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vy Feally wee did not mean that 
ees return ‘ihe fel lowing yeer on the ap-~ 
| resdy for work, In many cases if the child liked 


| be would return ie he wanted to do so; if he aid 


ike thore wae no effort mede to send him back, Often 
es eronte would tell the agent moet any sort of a tele in 
"order to got rid of him end to sllow the child to have his 


ee 
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re: A promice to send the child st the first of the month 


"or sone other convenient time usually meant that the child wee 
allowed to follow the path of least rosigtonce, 


In hie plee for compulsory eiucation for the blind, ir. 


| A®metrong sume up the situation ae follows: 


Reports, cirenlare, and catealoze have been sant to 
ail parte of the State, not only to towns and citiee, bat 
a, >. te all unfrequented, out-of-the-way places where op. 
ie portunities for education are few, and where the sehool 
| house etande closed and empty the greeter cart of the 
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er isisd aera thet the blind es a 
6 bersentee: ‘fitted for competing with people of 
is - lir, Armstrong wee able to foresee that existence was 
 keoner all of the time and thet the education of the 
mys ell means needed to keen ansce with the growing de- 
Fahad: for cultured individuels, With the poseeseion of the 

¥ pure Anglo-Saxon blood in Tennessee, his aim wae for the 
“Blind in this State to eet an example of culture for thoee 
elgeewhere to follow, ‘ith uneducated parents there wee a need 
fer @ law requiring them to send their children to school. 

‘ By the fall of 1902 Mr, Armstrong had completely re« 
Orgenized the echool to sonform as nearly ae soesible to the 


@urriguia found in tome of the leading public eshocle of the 


26, Thirtieth Biennial Report, 1903, pp. 20 ~ 21, 
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ed eerteeoenal wae iiss ates, Primary Course ~ 
Seq i cliseer Reading, Language, liumbers, and 

fe; Third Grade: Reading, Language, Arithmetic, spell. 

. ‘iting, and Geography; Grammar School Course « Fourth 

P Z. Gradee: Reading, Lenguage, Arithmetic, Soellicg, 

- triting, and Geography; Sixth Graie: Resding, Granmar, Arith- 
metic, Spelling, “riting, and United Statee History; seventh 

: Grade: Reading, Gremmar, Arithmetic, Snelling, Tennereses 


jj i 7 


% History, and Physiology; Eighth Grade: ‘“Granmar, Arithmetic, 

 Aleebra, Spelling, satin Granumer, and United States History; 

_ High School Course «+ Ninth Grade: Alzebra, Geometry, Latin 
Grammar, General History, end Composition and Rhetoric; Tenth 

Grade: Algebra, Geometry, Physios, Caesar, and Composition 
and Rhetoric; Zleventh Grade: Geometry, *hyeioe, Physical 

| Geography, Virgil, aid fnrlieh Literature; Twelfth Grada: 
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to « their Wang? ‘brothere and verre because - , 
® ‘t Pistia °€s eope ‘with the probless of everriay life. 

. athonetice they were taught to sclve their problexs | 

bias. eevecially in arithmetic end slgebre, xactness and 
| thoroughners were stressed in all eubjects, If child fetles 
tn one of his literary subifests, he wee reouired te reneat the 
oe erade which wae e severe penalty; but it wae done else- 
el et thet time; aml he etrove earnestly te make his eschool 


f ‘§ust se mich like other sehooly as it wae poseible to do soe, 
a Thies wes one wey he had to show the public wheat e blind child 
@0uld do, a problem which conetantiy confronted bim, a berrier 
| $0 the achievomont of the blind; tat he nover seemed to tire 

|  @f hevinge to remind the public of the great possibilities in 


| 27, Tbid., po. oo * 35, 


ne sasialienti | senueuds 


» 

. a Tee @ * 

saa poe = i ie Shs 
Lowe 


“ - soe i ; - 4 & 
ay: dytee of BRQcds Sete pede 


\) . : * » & 
7 3 Dra i. nt inven ate Be ace 4 ¥ 
( te i 
we ss 4 oe ates y's : Vi 4 Ae Lt % % 
: 5 
‘ei r 
r oe 
: : . ft el § oo . 
- é oe gh hs +0 : 
€ 5 J 
' 
F Z ” t 
v , «alt Lad it 
% : exe 4 
‘ ; r ’ 
+h 
ae 
” { 
a 
‘ § 
’ 
; ; 
te 
\ 
t 
; 
’ 
” 7 
» 


sop cee oath age 


iets idee 1 by encouraging etreet berzcinz. 
the mate department ag e whole eomuanded a large portion 
of energies while he attended to hie afiministrative duties. le 
wae mever too busy to zive some of his time to the direction of 


_ masie because he knew that thie work was vitally important to 
the blind, He referred to the department frequently in his 
_ Feports with words like thee: 


Phe musical department, se long the pride of our. 
echool, ig more successfully menaced than ever before. 


Me 


La. Gee Sa, 52 ~ z. 


beth bane @ f the soul. | 
babe upon breset, 
ote we x poure forth ite songz 
fells the wisdom of the ea; it 
or the moan of pain; it is the sti 

bFeesze; it moves a : 
4 gentleness or teers. 

pre at the Pather, but Siani 

bis ‘veiee and reikiod. In Sden, in the burn- 
et Jordan, and 2 the Tranefiguration, men 
| tarked with God, 29 


rn ‘august Sl, 1903, Mr, Armetrong married Mise Mery 

| notarooe, a teachor in the literary department. Mrs, Armatrong 
made @ wonderful helper in the work of the school. She read 

a te him frequently from the books of the maior authors, both 
‘Bnglish end Amorican, His library wae a lerge and valuable 
ins: 


- - In 1904 the Board of Trustees purahased & two-story brick 


es 28, Ibid., po. 22 + 23, 
| 29, hirtieth Blemnial Neport, 1301, p. 28. 
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| t vision; he thought in torme of the beau- 
it neha pees of his life, an inseparable part of his 

: ae of & ‘Life well spent meant more to him then 
- ein express, ‘This he pat into praetice in every day 
7 ( 8 . ¥ ‘Gnd the pupils of the school felt that they were close 
to © Living example worthy of emulation, His gonviction was 
4 ‘thet « Plind child would not be vroperly educated if hie aur- 
_ *Foundings were devoid of beautiful things, and ke provided 


a Williax B. Hicholsoen ate of the awetion of 
a tt in Tennessee, Unpublis @ esis, George Peabody 
aze = 


OT ae ere, 1928, p. 23, 


af . well ¢ schools, Every. 
} this when rte a iasine ehild is in 

understand how a blind child 
by such surroundings. $1 


‘is ea thet he remsubered from early childhood 


rT eof the beauties of nature. During the early years of 


/ oxapus in aréer to ereate beautiful surround ings for the chil- 
a dren, With e flower he illustrates how a blind child may 


— learn ‘to eppreciate beautiful thinge, Here he paints a vice 


ture that ie well worth serioue coneideration, for he learned 


"The per capita allowanee, accordins to the legislature 
#1857, wee $200, It remained until 1897 when it was out to 
76, %m1907 it wes reised to $200, in 1913, $220, end in 
1921, $360, ‘his cllowance remained intact until 1935 when 
the appropriation woe changed to « lump eum rather than e 
por cavita beexuce this gave the Legiglature definite figures 


0m which to belance the budget. 


Si, Thirtieth Biennial Report, 1903, ». 13, 
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ae tro ell ee 
_ On this wo have his etatonent: 


orficial instruction ie. bithed an injary 
; to the | blind child, Everywhere the need 


48 ‘Ea€uaation ig primarily in- 
8 eran @ mind, quieken tty ago te fit 
£ ‘at s duties and Pisonast te ities, to enable 
im to judiciously select from the thousands of tredes 
md i ‘ofessions that one beet adapted to his taste and 
radi whereby he may earn a livelihood and thue be- 
300 an "Independent citizen, a helper in the world's 
gre at industries, In the contest for existence the si- 
i” & tage is always with the best equipoed, the best edu- 
mee: This being tree ae recards the seoinc, it becomes 
dowdy important that the education of the blind be ae 
thoroagh and practiasl as possible, for the success of the 
_.. . Bind depends upon doing the thing they propose to do as 
gee well, if not better, then their seeing competitore and 
bina with this object sonstantly before us ean the odu- 
gation Ha the blind be co esuecece, The education of the 
Blind is a very serious and difficult question. The 
normal child receives at least fifty per cent of his 
knowledge of the outer world through the organ of 
Vision, 33 


82, “Teas, 13 ~~ 14, 
33, arial ahi Blennial beaekt. 1905, p. 37, 


hi ean Bi my ‘s tn: 
Cenk. Ifa gan a0 a a fl well, 
: By one it that ae thas goutributes to 
| or angers of one, he is a benefactor, 
ond *eonéthien rerely adase to or takes from ite — 
' popu. arity, fhe world, ae a rule, is goed and 
ei : synpathy for the helplees and ef- 
kL t when one hac wares to sell the world is 
Pon _ and etrietly mercantile in its déalings ~ not 
) Spam more then ite true value will be civen, no matter 
hi ie the vendor, 34 


s medical etaff meant more to the school than the nublic 


the oublic echoole. He valued the work hiehly: 


* eke S While the echool is not in any sense en infirmary, 
7 ani while I do not offer the treatment of the eyes as 


S4, ibid. e DD. 35 » BY, 


- pathinbintee eydan war seved in eaiitneve. ch” 
“ ear y amount required to give the child « full high 
aoe vores } in the Sehool for the Blind, Meny of these boys 
gt ae Soeavien te their netive community onioying the 

7 % Dleesing of sight became useful citizens; but their lot 
am have been very different, perhepe the remainder of their 
(win would herve been spent in totel darkness, only for the 
work of this big~hearted Irishmen who literally eave hie life 
_ tor hie fellow man, 

Aes evidence of hie whole+-hoarted sincerity, in the ding 


a of 1908 when eo much was. being enid ebout Stete employece 
| holding office during long periode of yoere, Mr, Armetrong 
formally temiered his resienation in writing. He was such e 


36, ibid., PP. 18 * 16, 


ta iaae any Dexter, _ ae roeig- 
couples bee Zterte 

@ usually tends toward the enival<ts ~~ 
padhedhh iter the blind had used the Tennessee 

ai r @ model end. hed reorganized using the same or e@ 

Sin r plan, the education of the blind eae no louzer a tool 

a or f Rroeners and experimentcliets « it had oroved itself te be 
a reality on @ broad and firm foundation, By 1910 there were 

| forty-four achools for the blind in the United States which 
meant one in almost every etate, and meny of these were sodeled 


' 
after the public schoole, conforming ss nearly as possible, 

i to the rules and regulations of the regpective estate systems, 
“While the Tennessee School wes one of the leading echocle for 


| the blind in taking up pablie school ideas, it was not legally 


36, Thirty-third Biennial Report, 1909, ». ll. 
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hie 


nearer “Loteare ibire, ” oie ai 
© Keep th . dst" from dwelling on sisehief and helped 
toe tore for literature of the better clare, In one 

e find these paragranhs: 


Lips af $0 is’ ‘hs blind more than any other people are thrown 
their own resources for personal entertainment and 

gasure end os 80 many of their lonely houre will be 
t in foolish faneies or Vain miserable broodinge, 
we ‘emieavor from tho very stert to inexleate a fond- 
meee for reading, « love and a reverence for booke, 

_... The advanced pupile ere teught to understand ean? ap- 

_ ~" preciate the great writers and thinkere of the past and 
_ @ileo of the sresent, for there are no bettor companions 

Oe than good books and no better friends end comforters 

as than the creat and the wise whe heve given us their 

ie best thoughts and have told ue of their trials, their 

i defeats, end their triumphe, 


He who treins hie mind to contemplate lefty thenes, 
| to find plessure in the company of ohiloseshers and 

th ae geres, occupies a pociticon unassailable by the petty 
Cares end annoyances of every day 1ife, 


t je a 2 . 
ee aks bot at: wee Seilaren sere 


<oxTE falee idea about the 

, eerie ink that - ype Me ere very eed and + pr ea 

ey heerfulness end light-hearted | 
Earesterintis of norasl children, and thet their 

ere mast have a very sad and depressed life, fhie 

is entirely wrong, Our children are like other 

: have the game emotions and imoulses, 

‘the goers mentelity, the same love of life and fun, and 

ir teachers soon forget that the merry, miechio ft 

# Le ii orine children esround them are deprived of the zreatest 
“wansine @li blessings « the sense of sight, 


: FOger © Some of our children are good, sane bed, some bright 
Pe ané others dull, just es are found in any school, but all 
| ~ gpereciate kindness and the majority try to win the 

» aoproval of their tesshers, 38 


e Little 4id the publio think of blind children in thie manner, 


_ end the educational aime of the school were over-looked; but 
at the same time we find Er, Armatrong still working herd to 


| make the people see the school as an educational institution 


37, ‘thirty-fourth Bienniel Report, 1911, p. 76, 
$8, Thirty-fifth Biesnial Report, 1913, po. 17 - 18, 
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of le Seaen oxeept istia}” 
report eof the school ss  meane of advising 

ahete wivgedtver’ onite welfare ana the treatment of 
@f tho presechool child, Much of this valuable ad 
ni ken from a translation of the Report of the Private 

i tdtiea for the Blind, Linz, Upper Austria, 1593, The 

me abenterss desoribes whet parents should 40 to keen ehil- 
aren trom becoming blind while they ere little and how they 
_ @hoeald menege blind children at home during their sarty years, 


_ In 1915 the bemocrate in Tennessee were proud of their | 
ee seemed to heve the stti®ude that the State govern- 
¢ ment ghould be divided amone the victors more than had been 
i done in yeare past, Thus, « State Board of Control was oreated 
for tho purpose of manazing the institutions of the State which 
| ineluded the Sehool for the Blind, the Seheol for the beaf 
ani Dumb, the three Hospitale for the Insane, the Industrial 
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Pics « “time Mi rreilides Getie-wksreben se 
_ atmosphere. . It was not because 


sity of these mon, but the fect that ther did 
Tor to be educators whieh mattered, and their minds 
ve filled with matters that led then far away from the study 
a methods end trends of their time. In short, 
it wae up to the Superintend ent to fight his battles alone 
| Guntng tne remainder of hie sdministretion. 


q 595 Firet Biennial Repert of the Board of Control, 1917, ».3. 
* In 1921 the Board of Control wae replaced by the Board 
Of Administretion, Governor Austin Peay, despite the advice 
: Of some of the leading educators, pleced the School for the 
| Blind in the Dopartwent of Institutions; end it wes not until 

1935 that the echool wae recognised s¢ an elucational ineti- nn 
tution by having ite manacemeont left to the Lenartment of 
Baucsation, The Legislature of that year made the change, 

ana Dr. Cockine, the Comsiesioner at that time, placed the 

Seheol in the Division ef Sehabilitation; and Colonel Robert 

Lee Gynum hae hed the immediate supervision of the echeol since 

that date, 
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o. There was no half way acing anything thet wae 

a ing ot all which, of eourse, took hours of practice; 

‘ kind of work wae snother way of showing the publie 

nt the bling eould 46 thinze just like the seeing, 


F oune. . #3 | 
5 He was ea member of the Sational Committee for the Pre- 


ven tion of Blindnees, the American Age ociation of Iustructore 
of the Blind, the American Ascoolation of workers for the 
‘Blind, the Hoyal Society of London, end was an honorary somber 
: of the Frank Cheatham Bivousc, an organiastion of the Con- 
i - federate Veterens, Through the Koyal society he was able to 
fa obtain the best claseical music publiehed in Great Sritain at 
: reduced rates, Ho wae a subscriber of the leading British 
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ng 1, genuine y Living, ent 
expressions of the eoul, Poo 
Lie towed upon a man who lived hie on- 
‘the “omune of the edugation of handicapped chile 


“devotes all of hie energies to the welfare of ha- 
j tie.” He wae loved, respected, and honored by the pupils be- 
- eone9 the moet trivial matters thet troubled o child in his 
gare received ag much mtten tion oe did the weighty orebleme of 


the business of the school, tut even with all of hie tender~ 


_ mees he nevor forgot that be owed it to tho child te be fira in 
i hig dealinze, Ue truly felt thet he was a chosen leader and 
 gwed hie guecees to his Creator. 

In 1916 ur, Armstrong attended the American Association 


*ag evidence of the oxeellent condition of the eahool when 
he left it, no buildings have been added up until the oresent, 
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ne 2ae years Siied, away December 9, 1927, iibee 
| 7 of pact two weeke ‘in his apertment in the main 
Cisse PA in 


ig of the sehool where he hed always lived cinee he be-~ 
mad of the school, 


ind, New York: American 
{, Jamary, 1918, p. 87. 
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yorts of the Trustees and Superintendent of the Tennessee 
hool for the Blind: 


‘Fifth Biennial Report, 1853. 
fwelfth Biennial Report, 1567. 


‘2  @hirteenth Bienniel Report, 1969, 
__—s- Fourteonth Biennisl Report, 1871. 
i Fifteenth Bie:mmiel Repert, 1873. 

) ‘Bighteenth Bienniel Report, 1879. 


Hirioteenth Biennial Keport, 1951. 
Twentieth Biennial Report, 1863, 
Tventy«third Biennial Report, 1589, 
Twenty-fourth Bienniel Renort, 1991, 


-*Some of the records of the echocl were destroyed after 


| the death of iix, Aymetrong including some of the minutes of 


the Sard of Trustees aud nearly 211 of the correspondence of 
Rie entire administration; i. «., prior to 1918, Thies de 

etruction of records hes been a great hindrances in the research 
necessary for this study, 
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